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Halloween costumes (and blog about it) for extra credit?
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Grading Rubric for Classroom Participation 
A= attend class regularly, prepared to participate, and participate actively (generously 
and generatively) in class discussion 
B= attend class regularly, prepared to participate 
C=attend class regularly
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Discussion

• Where do you want to go?



From your blogs- sacrifice for…..
• GAVIN: In Andersen’s The Little Mermaid, the sea witch’s caution shows 

how the journey of the mermaid is all about sacrifice and the price that 
comes with longing to be part of another world…life requires sacrifices 
of our past and present to inherent what we desire most for our 
future. .. Last, this story is not just about receiving what we want most, 
but it is about learning how to deal with the decisions we make.

• ASHLEY: The little mermaid wants to enter the human world to be with her 
prince, but more than that, she would give up everything for one 
human day “to have the hope of sharing in the joys of the heavenly 
world.” Andersen escalates the message we learn from Undine by 
reiterating the ascent to heaven: “a soul… that rises up through the clear 
pure air to the bright stars above! Like as we rise out of the water to look 
at the haunts of men, so do they rise to the unknown and favoured 
regions” (118).



From your blogs
• MELISSA: In Hans Christian Anderson’s fairy tale The Little Mermaid there 

are multiple references of pain below and above the water. This story is 
clearly meant to be shared with children and like most fairy tales 
there is a concurrent of morality and coming of age allegory, in when 
and how pain is felt for this young mermaid….With the pair both having 
royal obligations, not listening to their the parent/family is more than a 
private rebellion it is a political rebellion with larger implications for their 
court and country. One must be obedient to the greater good. Making 
the lesson of the tale about how one will only experience pain when 
betraying your familial obligation, is not only a way to prove parents know 
best but to covertly imply it is against nature to do so.



Discussion questions

• What does recognizing it as a queer allegory do or change? 



Discussion questions

• How and why is this text part of a class on Literature and the 
Environment?



Discussion questions

• How is this a story about ableness and disability? And why does that 
matter?



Discussion questions

• What does recognizing it as a story of outsiders, boundary-crossers, 
immigrants do?



Discussion questions
• Why do you think this story has been so compelling for adaptations over 

the following century plus?


•



Take aways?


