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ADMIN

• Wordpress?  Adding password…


• I will be posting class slides to the Wordpress site


• Blog posts— focus on a quote and develop an idea/interpretation/
question.



Steve Mentz



Extra Credit



Questions from Canvas
•  

-In the syllabus, it says that there is up to 1% extra credit. How can we receive that extra credit?


• -In the syllabus, it says that using AI to write content is prohibited. Would it still be acceptable to use AI for brainstorming, proofreading, 
or research support?


• -How is participation graded? Are there certain elements or expectations that we will be expected to meet? 


• For the short discoveries that are due, it says to "make or find" a mermaid text that isn't in our syllabus. When you say "make", can we 
quite literally create out own story to then analyze, or what does this mean?


• - For the final essay requirements, the syllabus states that it must include “engagement with (not just citation of) 2 scholarly sources”. 
What exactly does that mean? 


• -The curriculum states that the final essay may take creative forms (including online art, video, or hypertext) as long as it includes a 
thesis, close reading, and interaction with scholarly sources. Please would you clarify whether the assessment parameters of these novel 
formats are varied or whether they will be assessed with the help of the same rubric as that of a standard essay?


•  Can we revise our weekly blogposts if we see that they didn't meet the content component expectations for a better grade? For 
example, let's say we've completed all the blog posts, but the content for some is not necessarily a good close reading (more of a 
summary that does not contain a thesis). 


• Can we make up points for the grade we want if we completed the blogs before the due day (Sunday)? 

Q2.) Also, will there be any in-class peer review sessions or will we only be peer reviewing each other's work on November 25th via Google Docs (according to the class schedule)?


•



Group Discussion

• First impressions of the reading: what interested you? What do you want 
to discuss?



From your blogs— narrative as power

• KELLY: What I found most interesting from Chapter 1 of Merpeople: A 
Human History by Vaughn Scribner was how the author focuses on 
gender to showcase how mermaids can reveal the sentiment and values 
of a certain time period. …By creating a feminine creature who represents 
a plethora of sins and vices, the church has a reason to keep women out 
of positions in power and to lower their position in society


• SIERRA: Merpeople are anthropomorphized myths that people fantasize 
as a way to reach parts of the world we have yet to discover….Whether 
one classifies them as sirens, selkies, mermaids, or mermen these hybrids 
may be myth but, like any form of story, they are also a reflection on 
humans and humanity. 



From your blogs— historical context matters

• OMAR: Traveling back to a time where the only form of communication 
was through word of mouth and written forms/letters, it seems almost 
impossible not to have any historical accounts of mythological creatures 
such as dragons, unicorns, and cyclopes. ….but after completing the 
reading, the concept of the mermaid does not seem completely absurd 
especially after viewing various different marine organisms that do seem 
fictional like the colossal squid.



From your blogs— hybridity
• ANNIE: But the human interest in mixed things doesn’t stop at these 

mixed children like myself; we see it in cultural/regional fusion dishes, 
domesticated dog breeds (most dogs nowadays are hardly ever pure-
bred), even academic disciplines (Interdisciplinary Studies?), and many 
more I can’t think of off the top of my head. I think humans are naturally 
drawn to this mashing up of two different things because we crave 
uniqueness and originality, with the mermaid and other hybrid mythical 
creatures satisfying this craving thousands of years ago to today. Scribner 
goes on to solidify this, writing, “Monster theory and hybrid studies are 
imperative for Merpeople: A Human History, especially in their ability to 
reveal the humanity in such seemingly foreign, incongruous manifestations 
of the natural world” (8).



Merpeople: A Human History 
Vaughn Scribner 
Chicago UP, 2020 

  

  
“from roughly 1000 BCE to the 
present, Westerners’ changing 
perceptions of mermaids and 
mermen (also called tritons) 
reveal deeper understandings 
of myth, religion, science, 
wonder and capitalism” (7) 

•



Merpeople: A Human History 
Vaughn Scribner 
Chicago UP, 2020 

  

  
“They were unnatural 
manifestations of a realm that 
humans did not fully understand” 

Merpeople, after all, were more 
than simply animal or monster; 
they were also part human” (8) 

•



Merpeople: A Human History 
Vaughn Scribner 
Chicago UP, 2020 

  

  
“like the mirror which the 
medieval mermaid often 
clutched in her delicate hand, 
merpeople serve as a symbolic 
reflection of humankind’s 
changing conceptions of myth, 
religion, science, and 
capitalism” (27). 

•



Merpeople: A Human History 
Vaughn Scribner 
Chicago UP, 2020 

  
“Beginning in the third to fifth centuries 
CE, Church leaders simultaneously 
adopted, transformed, and harnessed 
ancient pagan symbols of merpeople to 
assert notions of poetry, faith, and self-
control” (11)  

“The Christian Church deliberately 
adopted and adapted pagan symbols 
in its holy spaces, there binding the 
gap between the supposedly 
‘savage’ and the civilized; the past 
and the present” (15) 

 



Pierpont Morgan Library.  
MS M.453.





Etymology of “environment”





Etymology of “nature”



Monster



Etymology of “monster”



The role of language, literature, and the 
Humanities 

“The importance of the humanities, and the very power of 
metaphors, such as ‘frontier’ or ‘wilderness’, hold out hope. 
We must jettison our perception of the ocean as a timeless 
place, apart from humans. We must transform our 
understanding of the sea to one bound with history and 
interconnected with humanity.” (227) 

—Helen M. Rozwadowski, Vast Expanses: A History of the 
Oceans (Reaktion Books, 2018)



Questions/ Take aways?


